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With so many different investments options, investors often have a difficult time deciding which direction is the best 
one for them to take. 

Here at TheStreet, we attempt to declutter the plethora of information available and present it to our readers in a 
way so that they can make wise investment decisions.

When you are looking for a solid income stream and not just an implied return on your money, it is hard to beat 
dividends.  However, according to Dave Peltier Portfolio Manager for Dividend Stock Advisor, “Not all dividends 
are created equal. It is not always easy to decide which ones are good investments simply by looking at their stock 
offerings.” 

According to Peltier, “Being an investor is a little like having a crystal ball. You need to be able to look at the past, 
present and the future. In general when you’re evaluating a dividend-paying stock, the primary thought should be 
the viability and sustainability of the dividend itself. We look at past performance. One way is to take a look at a 
company’s dividend history. While it’s never possible to predict the future from the past, some companies have 
exhibited a tendency to raise their payouts annually. It’s also wise to seek out yields that are trending toward the 
higher end of the industry and the company’s historical range.”

Peltier continues, “However, earnings power alone is not the ultimate gauge for dividend stocks. A lot of the same 
fundamental homework that goes into picking growth stocks will still apply here, but you need to add a layer of fixed 
income-like analysis.  In other words, it’s also important to look at the present, which a company’s current balance 
sheet. While a quick glance at the ratings from the major agencies help, we’re generally looking for a manageable 
level of debt and a solid cash position. The clearest danger to a dividend is a lack of cash flow.”

Peltier warns, “A dividend stock that stops paying its dividend is of little value to anyone’s portfolio. Remember 
that while more than 75% of the companies in the S&P 500 offer a dividend, the payout remains a luxury, not a 
necessity. Other bills, namely interest on debt, must be paid before investors can be rewarded with a dividend. 
When a company has weak cash flow, the dividend is among the first costs to be cut.”

Due to the myriad of dividend stocks that an investor can choose from, TheStreet Quant Ratings team has put 
together a list of 10 dividend stocks that yield over 4% rated most highly by over 32 major data factors. TheStreet 
Quant Ratings proprietary stock algorithm identified these dividend stocks as being both fundamentally and 
technically strong with lower potential for risk. Note that these ratings can change at any time. If you would like 
access to real-time ratings of these stocks, you can access them by subscribing to TheStreet Quant Ratings.
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The Company: 
#10: ALLETE INC (ALE)

Dividend Yield:   
4.03%

TheStreet Quant Rating Grade:  
A- (BUY)

What They Do: 
ALLETE, Inc. operates as an energy company. The company operates through Regulated Operations, and 
Investments and Other segments. It generates electricity from coal-fired, hydro, wind, and biomass co-fired 
facilities.

Our Quantitative Briefing:   
We rate ALLETE INC (ALE) a BUY. 
This is based on the convergence of 
positive investment measures, which 
should help this stock outperform the 
majority of stocks that we rate. The 
company’s strengths can be seen 
in multiple areas, such as its robust 
revenue growth, growth in earnings 
per share, compelling growth in net 
income, largely solid financial position 
with reasonable debt levels by most 
measures and attractive valuation 
levels. We feel its strengths outweigh 
the fact that the company shows low 
profit margins.

Get the Full 5-Page (ALE) Ratings Report Now!

http://secure2.thestreet.com/cap/prm.do?OID=032495
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The Company: 
#9: PEOPLE’S UNITED FINL INC (PBCT)

Dividend Yield:   
4.29%

TheStreet Quant Rating Grade:  
A- (BUY)

What They Do: 
People’s United Financial, Inc. operates as the bank holding company for People’s United Bank that provides 
commercial banking, retail banking, and wealth management services to individual, corporate, and municipal 
customers.

Our Quantitative Briefing:   
We rate PEOPLE’S UNITED FINL 
INC (PBCT) a BUY. This is based 
on the convergence of positive 
investment measures, which should 
help this stock outperform the 
majority of stocks that we rate. The 
company’s strengths can be seen in 
multiple areas, such as its revenue 
growth, growth in earnings per share, 
increase in net income, expanding 
profit margins and solid stock price 
performance. We feel its strengths 
outweigh the fact that the company 
shows weak operating cash flow.

Get the Full 5-Page (PBCT) Ratings Report Now!

http://secure2.thestreet.com/cap/prm.do?OID=032495
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The Company: 
#8: SOUTHERN CO (SO)

Dividend Yield:   
4.58%

TheStreet Quant Rating Grade:  
A- (BUY)

What They Do: 
The Southern Company, together with its subsidiaries, operates as a public electric utility company.

Our Quantitative Briefing:   
We rate SOUTHERN CO (SO) 
a BUY. This is based on the 
convergence of positive investment 
measures, which should help this 
stock outperform the majority of 
stocks that we rate. The company’s 
strengths can be seen in multiple 
areas, such as its revenue growth, 
growth in earnings per share, increase 
in net income, expanding profit 
margins and good cash flow from 
operations. We feel its strengths 
outweigh the fact that the company 
has had lackluster performance in the 
stock itself.

Get the Full 5-Page (SO) Ratings Report Now!

http://secure2.thestreet.com/cap/prm.do?OID=032495
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The Company: 
#7: PPL CORP (PPL)

Dividend Yield:   
4.45%

TheStreet Quant Rating Grade:   
A (BUY)

What They Do: 
PPL Corporation, a utility company, delivers electricity and natural gas in the United States and the United Kingdom. 
It serves 321,000 natural gas and 397,000 electric customers in Louisville and 16 surrounding counties; and 
543,000 customers in 77 Kentucky counties and 5 counties in Virginia.

Our Quantitative Briefing:   
We rate PPL CORP (PPL) a BUY. 
This is based on the convergence of 
positive investment measures, which 
should help this stock outperform 
the majority of stocks that we rate. 
The company’s strengths can be 
seen in multiple areas, such as its 
notable return on equity, solid stock 
price performance and expanding 
profit margins. We feel its strengths 
outweigh the fact that the company 
has had sub par growth in net income.

Get the Full 5-Page (PPL) Ratings Report Now!

http://secure2.thestreet.com/cap/prm.do?OID=032495
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The Company: 
#6: HIGHWAY HOLDINGS LTD (HIHO)

Dividend Yield:   
8.92%

TheStreet Quant Rating Grade:  
A (BUY)

What They Do: 
Highway Holdings Limited, through its subsidiaries, manufactures and sells metal, plastic, electric, and electronic 
components, subassemblies, and finished products for original equipment manufacturers (OEM) and contract 
manufacturers.

Our Quantitative Briefing:   
We rate HIGHWAY HOLDINGS 
LTD (HIHO) a BUY. This is based 
on the convergence of positive 
investment measures, which should 
help this stock outperform the 
majority of stocks that we rate. The 
company’s strengths can be seen in 
multiple areas, such as its revenue 
growth, largely solid financial position 
with reasonable debt levels by 
most measures, solid stock price 
performance, increase in net income 
and attractive valuation levels. We feel 
its strengths outweigh the fact that the 
company shows low profit margins.

Get the Full 5-Page (HIHO) Ratings Report Now!

http://secure2.thestreet.com/cap/prm.do?OID=032495
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The Company: 
#5: DOUGLAS DYNAMICS INC (PLOW)

Dividend Yield:   
 4.47%

TheStreet Quant Rating Grade:  
A (BUY)

What They Do: 
Douglas Dynamics, Inc. manufactures snow and ice control equipment for light and heavy duty trucks in the 
United States and Canada. The company offers snowplows, sand and salt spreaders, dump bodies, muni-bodies, 
replacement parts, and related parts and accessories.

Our Quantitative Briefing:   
We rate DOUGLAS DYNAMICS INC 
(PLOW) a BUY. This is based on the 
convergence of positive investment 
measures, which should help this 
stock outperform the majority of 
stocks that we rate. The company’s 
strengths can be seen in multiple 
areas, such as its robust revenue 
growth, impressive record of earnings 
per share growth, compelling growth 
in net income, notable return on equity 
and attractive valuation levels. We 
feel its strengths outweigh the fact 
that the company has had lackluster 
performance in the stock itself.

Get the Full 5-Page (PLOW) Ratings Report Now!

http://secure2.thestreet.com/cap/prm.do?OID=032495
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The Company: 
#4: PACWEST BANCORP (PACW)

Dividend Yield:   
 4.78%

TheStreet Quant Rating Grade:  
A (BUY)

What They Do: 
PacWest Bancorp operates as the holding company for Pacific Western Bank that provides commercial banking 
products and services to individuals, professionals, and small to mid-sized businesses in the United States. It 
accepts demand, money market, and time deposits.

Our Quantitative Briefing:   
We rate PACWEST BANCORP 
(PACW) a BUY. This is based on the 
convergence of positive investment 
measures, which should help this 
stock outperform the majority of 
stocks that we rate. The company’s 
strengths can be seen in multiple 
areas, such as its revenue growth, 
growth in earnings per share, 
increase in net income, good cash 
flow from operations and expanding 
profit margins. We feel its strengths 
outweigh the fact that the company 
has had lackluster performance in the 
stock itself.

Get the Full 5-Page (PACW) Ratings Report Now!

http://secure2.thestreet.com/cap/prm.do?OID=032495
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The Company: 
#3: KENTUCKY FIRST FEDERAL BNCRP (KFFB)

Dividend Yield:   
 4.25%

TheStreet Quant Rating Grade:  
A (BUY)

What They Do: 
Kentucky First Federal Bancorp operates as the holding company for First Federal Savings and Loan Association of 
Hazard, and First Federal Savings Bank of Frankfort that provide various banking products and services.

Our Quantitative Briefing:   
We rate KENTUCKY FIRST 
FEDERAL BNCRP (KFFB) a BUY. 
This is based on the convergence of 
positive investment measures, which 
should help this stock outperform the 
majority of stocks that we rate. The 
company’s strengths can be seen in 
multiple areas, such as its increase 
in net income, growth in earnings per 
share, expanding profit margins, solid 
stock price performance and notable 
return on equity. We feel its strengths 
outweigh the fact that the company 
shows weak operating cash flow.

Get the Full 5-Page (KFFB) Ratings Report Now!

http://secure2.thestreet.com/cap/prm.do?OID=032495
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The Company: 
#2: NATIONAL RETAIL PROPERTIES (NNN)

Dividend Yield:   
 4.31%

TheStreet Quant Rating Grade:  
A (BUY)

What They Do: 
National Retail Properties, Inc. is a publicly owned equity real estate investment trust. The firm acquires, owns, 
manages, and develops retail properties in the United States.

Our Quantitative Briefing:   
We rate NATIONAL RETAIL 
PROPERTIES (NNN) a BUY. This 
is based on the convergence of 
positive investment measures, which 
should help this stock outperform 
the majority of stocks that we rate. 
The company’s strengths can be 
seen in multiple areas, such as its 
revenue growth, growth in earnings 
per share, compelling growth in net 
income, expanding profit margins and 
good cash flow from operations. We 
feel its strengths outweigh the fact 
that the company has had lackluster 
performance in the stock itself.

Get the Full 5-Page (NNN) Ratings Report Now!

http://secure2.thestreet.com/cap/prm.do?OID=032495
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The Company: 
#1: MANHATTAN BRIDGE CAPITAL INC (LOAN)

Dividend Yield:   
 7.44%

TheStreet Quant Rating Grade:  
A+ (BUY)

What They Do: 
Manhattan Bridge Capital, Inc., a real estate finance company, originates, services, and manages a portfolio of first 
mortgage loans in the United States.

Our Quantitative Briefing:   
We rate MANHATTAN BRIDGE 
CAPITAL INC (LOAN) a BUY. This 
is based on the convergence of 
positive investment measures, which 
should help this stock outperform the 
majority of stocks that we rate. The 
company’s strengths can be seen 
in multiple areas, such as its robust 
revenue growth, growth in earnings 
per share, attractive valuation levels, 
expanding profit margins and good 
cash flow from operations. Although 
the company may harbor some minor 
weaknesses, we feel they are unlikely 
to have a significant impact on results.

Get the Full 5-Page (LOAN) Ratings Report Now!

http://secure2.thestreet.com/cap/prm.do?OID=032495
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Get more investing ideas like these with  
The Ultimate Stock Idea Generator�

 

TheStreet is proud to invite you to add a powerful new weapon �to your  
investing arsenal: TheStreet Quant Ratings.�

TheStreet Quant Ratings is TheStreet’s proprietary 
quantitative and algorithmic stock rating service, and it will put 
your portfolio through the kind of tough scrutiny it must pass 
to succeed in 2016. In just a few minutes you can uncover 
the ticking time bombs that could derail your entire portfolio. 
Use it to evaluate every stock you own and you will raise your 
investment success to a whole new level. 

That’s because TheStreet Quant Ratings evaluates over 4,300 stocks on a daily basis by 32 different data 
factors, and boils each stock down to a single letter grade from A+ to F.  It takes only seconds to know whether to 
buy, hold or sell any stock you own, and any you’re thinking of owning. 

Other ratings systems claim they can boost your returns, but TheStreet Quant Ratings delivers. 

Just look at how it did during the 2008 meltdown. As you probably remember, stocks started drifting lower early 
in 2008, and then the real pain came in late summer. But TheStreet Quant Ratings identified stocks in mortal 
danger before they cratered. 

That’s why the ConvergEx Group (the same company that thousands of investment advisors and hedge funds 
depend on for mission-critical proprietary software products) awarded TheStreet Quant Ratings with having the 
‘Best Stock Selection’ from October 2007 to the end of February 2009. TheStreet Quant Ratings helped investors 
just like you avoid catastrophic losses during the market meltdown.

And TheStreet Quant Ratings doesn’t just work in bear markets—it identifies weak stocks at all times. Even 
when the market is going up!   

For over 10 years, TheStreet Quant Ratings has been used by major brokerage houses to provide stock reports 
to their clients, but now, this award-winning research tool is available to members and friends of TheStreet. 

An in-depth study by Investars showed that TheStreet Quant Ratings excels across all types of stocks, and in 
bull or bear markets. 
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For instance, for the five-year period ending 12/31/15, owning the S&P500 Index would have given you a total 
return of 60.70%. Amazing right?

But if you cherry-picked only the BEST stocks within our 
database of 4,300 stocks—those stocks rated a “Buy” by 
Quant Ratings—your total return would have been 86.16%.

(By the way, if you like small stocks, our system dominates there, 
too. The Russell 2000 Index’s return of 42.24% over the last 3 
years was OK, but buying the Russell 2000 components rated 
“Buy” by Quant Ratings was even better—those stocks were  
up 90.97%.)

TheStreet Quant Ratings Conquers Your 
Toughest Foe—Your Own Emotions

If you have even an inkling of doubt about the stocks you own 
today, you must give them a checkup now, before it’s too late.    

Countless studies of investor behavior have proven one thing—investors are their own worst enemy! They are too 
greedy when the market is riding high and too afraid when risks are at their lowest. 

TheStreet Quant Ratings’ data-driven approach takes emotion out of the decision-making process and allows 
you to focus on what’s most important: Owning the best stocks and avoiding the worst. 

With TheStreet Quant Ratings you get...

Stunning Real-Time Research

– TheStreet Quant Ratings is the one-stop solution 
for investors in need of guidance because it covers the 
waterfront—4,300 stocks. TheStreet Quant Ratings is 
updated every day, so you’re never in doubt where your favorite 
stocks stack up. For every stock we cover, you can receive 
an in-depth, up-to-date 5-page research report any time you 
desire. If you own it today, TheStreet Quant Ratings can tell 
you if it’s worth holding onto or if you should cut it loose.  

CLICK TO START NOW, RISK-FREE  
AND GET 2 BONUS REPORTS!

CLICK TO START  
MY RISK-FREE TRIAL

http://secure2.thestreet.com/cap/prm.do?OID=032495
http://secure2.thestreet.com/cap/prm.do?OID=032495
http://secure2.thestreet.com/cap/prm.do?OID=032495
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Hard-Core Stock Analysis

– TheStreet Quant Ratings uses its state-of-the-art algorithmic and quantitative computer model to evaluate 
every stock on 32 different data factors, sifting through income statements, cash flow data, balance sheet metrics, 
valuation, volatility and much more. The result? A single letter grade from A+ to F, derived equally from risk and 
reward metrics that tells you how much total return potential the stock has for the next 12 months. Sell the Fs and 
buy the As and you’ll be miles ahead of the average investor!   

 Actionable Alerts 

– TheStreet Quant Ratings members get a briefing of all stocks our system is upgrading or downgrading. And 
you know first, ahead of the general public, when it’s time to make a change. 

Powerful Predictive Power

– TheStreet Quant Ratings’ track record is superior because it tries (and succeeds!) to identify the very few elite 
stocks that have it all—both high returns AND low volatility.

Flawed screening systems fall into two camps: Either too hot (overvaluing high growth and accepting dangerously 
high volatility) or too cold (overly risk-averse models that put too much emphasis on controlling volatility and not 
enough on above-average returns). Like Goldilocks’ favorite porridge, TheStreet Quant Ratings is just right.

Institutional–Quality Scrutiny

– When N.Y. Attorney General Eliot Spitzer forced Wall Street to provide alternative sources of independent 
research to their clients, many Wall Street firms chose TheStreet Quant Ratings to satisfy the requirement. 
Imagine their embarrassment when our “alternative” ratings proved more accessible, more honest and compiled a 
better track record of pinpointing stocks to buy and sell!

Wall Street claims it has cleaned up its act, but it still has glaring blind spots—like its unwillingness to issue Sell 
ratings on stocks. A recent study by FactSet Targets & Ratings showed that a ridiculous 94% of more than 11,500 
ratings on S&P 500 companies were Buy or Hold. Get TheStreet Quant Ratings if you want the real story - 31% 
of our ratings are Sells, and you should dump those 1,400+ stocks immediately.

100% Independent Ratings

– We accept no compensation of any kind from any of the thousands of companies we rate. TheStreet Quant 
Ratings’ evaluations are completely objective, and always will be.
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Join today through this special trial offer and you’ll get all the benefits �of a 
Charter Membership to TheStreet Quant Ratings, �without risking a dime. 

You’ll have one full month to see if your portfolio could profit from a proven ratings system that can:

•	 Screen thousands of stocks by the factors you find most important: High income, low volatility, 
financial strength, growth, management efficiency, total return, market cap

•	 Rid your portfolio of ticking time bombs rated D or F

•	 Identify stocks being upgraded or downgraded in the TheStreet Quant Ratings universe…
BEFORE the rating change is announced on TheStreet

•	 Target powerful wealth-building stocks that rate A or even A+

Don’t wait another minute to put  
TheStreet Quant Ratings �to work for you!

CLICK TO START RISK-FREE TRIAL

http://secure2.thestreet.com/cap/prm.do?OID=032495

